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Good afternoon, and welcome to the second astounding 
issue of 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY! if 

Welcome, too, to the thirty cent publishing time paradox! 
For while you are reading these words in the midst of brisk 
autumnal weather, they were being written during a muggy 
summer heat wave. As a matter of fact, as this page goes to 
press, the first issue of 2001 has yet to go on sale! We have, 
however, started to receive the first of many letters of com- 
ment on our MARVEL TREASURY SPECIAL, which adapted 
the motion picture classic of Messrs. Kubrick and Clarke. 
And so, without further ado, we present a sampling of said 
letters.for your inspection. a | 


Dear Jack Kirby, 
Congratulations on your fifty-ninth birthday and on your 


latest epic, 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY. It was the most 
fantastic comic | have read in a long while, and though | have 
-neither read the book nor seen the movie, you made the saga 
easy to understand and fun to read! The photo montages 
were tertific, and the two-page spreads were even, better! 
Will you be doing the 2001 regular-size book? 
Well, here's hoping that you'll, be around for another 
fifty-nine years to keep us comic fans happy! 
David R. Schellhase 
572 Euclid Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94708 


Dear Jack, @ Ae, 

Being the driving force behind Marvel's adaptation of the 
best movie of all time, 2007: A Space Odyssey, | am going to 
address my comments to you, Frank Giacoia, John Costanza, 
and Marie Severin did their parts quite well, but it is you who 
bears the responsibility for the overall product. 

| must admit that 99.9 percent of the people who read 
your adaptation. will hail it as a masterpiece, a comics mile- 
stone. Unfortunately, | must count myself in the 0.1 percentile. 
| was disappointed. I’m hot saying that your book was bad, not 
at all! In nearly all aspects, it was excellent. What disappointed 
me was the fact that, with a little more care, it could have 
been perfect, > . 

You sde, 2001 is much more than a movie or a novel to 
me, | am an out-right fanatic about it! I've seen the movie 
thirteen times. I’ve read both Clarke's novelization and Jerry 
Agel’s The Making of Kubrick’s 2007 so many times that! have 
Wad to buy new copies every year or so, | onea dove aver 500 
miles (round-trip) to see my favorite picture at the Cinerama 
Theater in Minneapolis. | awn both-soundtrack record albums 
| bought two movie posters from my: local theater, and | taped 
the entire movie on my small cassette recorder. |-even bought 
three copies of Marvel's adaptation, sight unseen. And | wrote 
you a four-page latter over a year ago, giving my. suggestions 
for making an accurate transition from movie/novel to comic 
book form, 

You see, |-had hoped that you would make Marvel’s 2001 
to please me, the most discriminating of readers. | now have 
some six pages of notes sitting beside me, spelling out in 
great detail exactly what you did wrong, but | think you 
know what my points are. Basically, everywhere you strayed 
from the movie/novel, you goofed. 

Everyone else around here who has read Marvel’s 2001 was 


well pleased, as! am sure almost all of your other réaders were. & 


But nothing will change the fact that you had a whole year to 
make sure that everyone was happy, including me. 

Edward A. Oines 

{ 3609 South West Ave. 

z Sioux Falls, SD. 57105 

Ed, sorry we are that you weren't satisfied with our Treasury 
Edition outing of your favori.e film, but this armadillo harbors 
some doubts that we cou/d’ve fully satisfied as rabid a fanatic 
as yourself! We know that whenever the Bullpen tackles an 
‘established classic like 2007—or, for that matter, like REH’s 
Conan—there’s going to be some readers who are not going 
to be satisfied, ‘Why did you,do this? Why didn’t you do 
that?” they ask. And sometimes their criticisms aré valid. 

In this case, Ed, we think you may well be overlooking 
the nature of the comics medium. There are inevitable com- 
promises to be made whenever a work is transferred from one 
medium to another, Kubrick's film is different from Clarke's 
book is different from Kirby's comic. In fact, as you no doubt 
know, the final filmic 2007 differs quite a bit from the original 
script, mostly due to Mr. Kubrick's desires for a truly visual 
film, Whether’ he was successful is a matter for critics and 
aficionados to fight over. And ‘whether or not we were 
successful with our adaptation is for you and your fellow 
readers-to decide. 

And, yes, you've guessed correctly that the favorable letters 
out-number your position, But that doesn't make your criticisms 
any less welcome, Edward. As a matter of fact, if you still 
have those ‘’six pages of notes’ lying around, we'd be interested 
in seeing them, Okay? 


Mr. Kirby: + s 

Concerning your adaptation of 2007: A Space Odyssey: \t is, 
|-would say, about the best job anyone could do in making 
that movie into a comic book. You have certainly captured at 
least some of the grandeur of the story! And just as the 
original film was of a better caliber than the usual run-of-the- 
mill Hollywood movie, | would say your book was a notch 
above the typical comic. 

! would, however, urge you and the other writers and 
artists at Marvel to seriously consider an all-original project of 
the same scope. Not an established super-hero tale, but an 
original, self-contained story, beginning and ending in one 
giant book. Perhaps you think that not enough people would 
pay $1.50 for an .inproven property, Well, perhaps you're 
right, but | think it's warth a try! } 


Robert M. Reed 

423 North Cuyler Ave, 

Oak Park, 1L 60302 

What can we say, Robert? Thanks for the praise, And if our 

recent Treasury books prove to be strong in sales, then we'll 
certainly consider more new material) 


NEXT ISSUE: Man has come down out of the-trees. He has 
entered the Stone Age and developed a tribal form of govern- 
ment. But what happens when the first of the world conquerors 
comes on the scene? You'll find out in the pages of 2001 #3 


wheh you meet Marak! He's a barbarian unlike any you've seen 
before! So be here in_just thirty short days for more monolithic 
majesty! 

'Nuff said! 
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